CONTRIBUTION OF AFRICAN YOUTH, ABUJA, NIGERIA, JULY 2005
RECOMMENDATIONS TO WTDC 2006 AFRICAN REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEETING
In the past several years efforts have been deployed around the subject of youth and ICT. Youth have demonstrated great dynamism and will to promote ICT as a tool for the development of their society. Several recommendations and concrete actions have come out of this process.

The African Region Youth Preparatory Workshop for the WTDC ’06 seeks to build on these efforts including the African Youth e-Conference on the World Summit on the Information Society, E-Youth Summit, Accra-Ghana (WSIS phase II Africa Regional Conference), the Bamako 2002 African preparatory meeting to the WSIS, May 2002, the African Information Society Initiative (AISI), and the UNESCO consultation with Civil Society conducted prior to the African WSIS Bamako preparatory meeting, May 2002. 

I. Objectives
1. Recommend support for youth-ICT initiatives on the continent.

2. Recommend for strong participation of youth in the formulation and implementation of the Doha Plan of Action (2007-2010) by making sure that youth participation is considered for WTDC 06 agenda. 

3. Increase participation of youth and youth-led organizations in ITU’s regional and global activities.

4. Reaffirm the call by youth at previous fora to move away from rhetoric and have more focus on implementation and action.

II. Organization of WTDC 06
The youth recommend that the RPM should propose: 

1. Setting up a working group in WTDC 06 to examine issues relating to the youth and youth-led organizations.

2. Amending the WTDC 06 agenda to include issues relevant to youth.

The working group of the plenary should determine actions for:

1. Greater youth contributions to the formulation and implementation of the Doha Plan of Action (2007-2010)

2. Increasing the participation of youth members and youth-led organizations in ITU’s regional and global activities through involvement in preparatory activities at national and regional levels and on country delegation membership. 

The group should make recommendations to ensure that the Doha Plan of Action (2007-2010) meet the youth need and concerns. 

III. Recommendations of Proposals for Adoption in WTDC 06 Plan of Action

The youth recommend that the RPM should adopt the following proposals in the WTDC 06 Plan of Action:

1) Infrastructure and resource mobilization: 
a) That a Youth Technology Fund be urgently created with participation from ITU, international organizations and corporate sector which shall be used to fund youth ICT entrepreneurship and other youth ICT projects as well as to build the capacity of youth organizations to be able to effectively engage ICT issues at the policy and implementation stage.

b) That all African Countries have youth office within the ministry in charge of ICTs. This office will be responsible for ICT policies and projects in favour of youth.

c) That investments in developing ICT infrastructure should be matched with investments in maintaining existing ICT infrastructure.

2) Policy and Regulatory issues

a) That the ITU should budget for youth activities and initiatives in its annual budget.

b) That the ITU should continue to support the annual ITU Youth Forum both regionally and internationally. 

c) That governments should honour their commitment to incorporate ICTs into the school curriculum. We especially applaud efforts such as the NEPAD e-schools initiatives.

d) That governments need to make special provisions and incentives such as the zero rating tax on computers to make them more affordable.

e) That specific national budgetary allocations need to be made towards ICT development among youths and with special focus on rural areas.

f) That government should make and enforce laws against cyber-crime and internet fraud.

3) Building Human Capacity:
a) That it be recognized that youth make up a larger percentage of the consumers of ICT applications and therefore corporate entities in the ICT sector should make greater investments in youth by reinvesting a minimum of 10percent of their profits into ICT centers of excellence, youth ICT entrepreneurship and training programmes, etc.

b) That it be recognized that youth are at the forefront of the ICT revolution thus youth to youth empowerment programs on innovative and cost effective methods such as online training be implemented.

c) That ICT application be made more responsive to the needs of differently-abled persons. Telecommunications providers need to develop services adapted to the needs of differently-abled persons.

d) That teachers dealing with differently-abled persons be adequately equipped with skills and equipment to teach ICTs.

e) That the physically challenged should be involved in all ICT meetings and conferences.

f) That to enhance telecommunications development, a youth exchange programmes be created that will cut across geographical regions which will provide opportunities for knowledge sharing and research.

g) That mechanism such as portals and clubs be created and supported to permit the sharing of ICT best practices among the youth.

h) That scholarships be given at all levels to youth that are promising and show interest in ICT for development.

4) Other Considerations 

a) That the creative energies of the youth be harnessed especially in the development of local content and technologies.

b) That youth issues are front and center in the development of key ICT4D performance indicators.

c) That greater and more effective use of ICTs be made in fighting diseases in Africa.
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