CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFRICAN REGIONAL WORKING GROUP (RWG) ON THE PRIVATE SECTOR
RECOMMENDATIONS TO WTDC 2006 AFRICAN REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEETING
I. Objectives 
1. Ensure private sector participation in the formulation and implementation of the Doha Plan of Action (2007–2010) by ensuring that private sector issues are added to the WTDC-06 agenda and that there is a Working Group of the Plenary on Private Sector Issues.

2. Increase participation of Sector Members and the private sector in ITU’s regional and global activities 

II. Organisation of WTDC 06
The Regional Working Group recommended that the RPM should propose:

1. WTDC-06 agenda be amended to include issues relating to the private sector;

2. Working Group of the WTDC 06 Plenary be set up to examine issues relating to the private sector issues and partnerships.

This Working Group of the Plenary should determine actions for:

1. Greater private sector contribution to the formulation and implementation of the Doha Plan of Action (2007 – 2010);

2. Strengthening the TDAG (Telecommunications Development Advisory Group) Working Group on the Private Sector Issues as well as its Regional Working Groups;

3. increasing the participation of Sector Members and the private sector in ITU’s regional and global activities through involvement in preparatory activities at national and regional levels and on country delegation membership.

The group should make recommendations to ensure that the Doha Plan of Action (2007 – 2010) meet private sector needs and concerns 

III. Recommended Proposals for Inclusion in WTDC 06

The RWP recommends that the RPM should adopt the following proposals for inclusion in WTDC 2006 Plan of Action:

1) Private Sector Considerations 
a) Should be included on the agenda of WTDC- 06 and addressed through a Working Group of the Plenary on Private Sector Issues.

b) A Partnership Program should continue, taking into account the different kinds of partnerships in the competitive, converging ICT environment.

c) The TDAG Working Group on Private Sector Issues should be continued and its role and that of its Regional Working Parties be strengthened.

d) Private sector issues and perspectives should be integrated into the overall programs and activities of the Doha Plan of Action http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/wtdc06/index.html
2) Policy and regulatory issues:
a) Elevate discussions to policy-makers on business and investment issues, including:

i) Multiple taxation 

ii) Streamlining multiple regulatory regimes 

b) Elaborate a charter that captures the attributes of an independent regulatory authority based on best practice.

c) Promote competition, convergence and streamlined regulation.

d) Suggest guidelines for the transition to fully independent national regulatory authorities (NRAs) and elaborate a charter that captures its attributes. 

e) Staff the existing Centres of Excellence with regulatory experts.

3) Infrastructure and resource mobilisation: 
a) The financing of broadband infrastructure.

b) Development and integration of broadband infrastructure at national, sub-regional and regional level.

c) Implementation of harmonized policies between neighbouring countries in respect of broadband infrastructure projects with a view to offering better investment opportunities. 

d) Educate governments on the importance of concurrent build-out with ICT of other physical infrastructure, such as power, roads, water, etc.

4) Building human capacity:
a) ITU should continue to assist the African private sectors, and regulators to build human capacity in such areas as:

i) Development of frameworks for regulating in a converged environment. For example, inter-working between legacy networks and new networks (VoIP, Wi-Fi, Wi Max).

ii) Training for Sector Members and private sector in technical skills (NGN, VoIP, Intelligent Networks, 2G to 3G evolution) and spectrum planning and monitoring.

iii) Management and professional skills (business strategy and financial management, legal and economics):

b) Costing and pricing issues.

c) Promote NEPAD projects to the private sector in order to obtain commitments.
d) Develop synergies between policy makers and the private sector through the implementation of an appropriate regulatory framework that favours fair development and fast implementation of NEPAD projects.

e) Promoting innovation and local enterprise:
i) Outreach to national policy-makers, investors and NGOs.

ii) Regional assistance in developing incubators for SMEs.

iii) Regular communication through seminars and other means between Investor/Financial community and ICT industry on business issues and related risks.

5) Focus on emergency communications, safety, and ICT security 
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